
GLHS PTO Minutes 
Monday, November 27, 2017 

7:00pm - Clark Hall, room 320 
 
 
Attendance -  
Board members:  Jody Cox, Rachel Fant, Patti Geary 
Staff members:  Tyler Bruns, Bobby Dodd 
Members:  Bob Bailey, Allison Cameron, Wheyfen Chen, Larry Herer, Tracy Herrmann,  
Jason Herrman, Bryan Hicks, Bryon Marusek, Lisa Merrick, Mark Merrick, Amy Rubin, Amir Rubin, 
Kelly Schmidt, Lori Walther 
 
Vice President’s Report - Jody Cox 

 The Gahanna Jefferson Education Foundation will be holding its annual gala on Saturday, 
February 24 at LBrands on Morse Road.   

 There will be a $1,000 cash raffle; tickets are $10 each or 3/$25.  The PTO gets 50% of tickets 
sold; see Jody to purchase your raffle tickets.   

 Entertainment this year will be a live band - Soul Kitchn. 
 The GJEF is accepting donations for its silent auction - contact Tricia Twigg or Sharon Tomko 

to donate. 
 
Secretary’s Report - Patti Geary 
Lori Walther moved to accept the minutes; Jody Cox seconded.  Motion passed; minutes accepted. 
 
Treasurer’s Report - Rachel Fant 
The treasurer’s report will be presented at the next meeting. 
 
Committee Reports 

 Remember to register your Kroger and Giant Eagle shopping cards; shop through the Amazon 
Smile account to earn money for the PTO; information is available on the PTO’s facebook 
page. 

 
Principal Dodd’s Report 

 Marching Band Pops Concert. 
 

 The Marching Band also played at Capital University in the Capital University Music 
Festival.  The Band Boosters were able to have Dr. Frank Ticheli of the University of Southern 
California who was the guest composer for the festival come to GLHS and work with our band 
before the festival. 

 
 MS and HS Principals heard a presentation from Assistant Prosecuting Attorney Zach Imwalle 

about sexting and the legal ramifications for students. 
 

 Students visited Eastland and Fairfield Career Centers to gauge interest in career center 
programs. 

 
 Recently had our fall play performance “Noises Off” and Ms. Macioce’s theatre class 

completed a project with seniors citizens in Gahanna.  Students interviewed members of the 
community and then performed skits for the citizens in our Little Theatre. 

 
 Veterans Day Ceremony at GLHS - Tom Gregory does a great job with this.  Mayor Kneeland 

was the speaker. 



 
 The Community Arts Program was featured on TV recently for their work with the City of 

Gahanna and Holiday Lights. 
 

 District Orchestra performances for MS and HS students. 
 

 Central Office had sent out an email requesting parent input into school calendars for next 
year.  Please take 5 minutes to complete the survey. 

 
 Questions/Rumors?? 

 
o Mr. Dodd was asked to explain the exam schedule - especially for the freshmen parents 

in attendance (exams will be given in two-hour blocks; freshmen will have an open 
lunch and if parents did not approve their student for open lunch during registration, 
they need to do so on home access). 

 
Speaker - Tyler Bruns, The Science Academy 
 
Mr. Bruns talked about the four classes in the Science Academy - Space Technology, Underwater 
Robotics, Special Aspects, and Honors Bionics.  Mr. Bruns also announced that starting in fall 2018, 
the Intro to Robotics and Advanced Robotics classes would become a part of the Science Academy.  
 
The motto of the Science Academy is “preparing our students for the 21st century”. 
 
Each of the four classes contain either a project or science competition in which students participate.  
 
Students can also participate in the Underwater Robotics Club, which meets every Monday and 
builds a robot that works underwater in preparation for demonstration at the MATE competition.  Last 
school year, one of the Gahanna teams won the regional competition and went on to compete at the 
national competition in California.  Over 600 teams from 20 countries participated, with the Gahanna 
team coming in 27th in the world. 
 
Various students talked about the different classes they’ve taken as part of the Science Academy and 
what they’ll be studying in college, and how these classes prepared them. 
 
Parents interested in learning more about the classes and academy were encouraged to contact him 
and set up an individual meeting. 
 
Meeting Adjourned  
Rachel Fant moved to adjourn the meeting; Bob Bailey seconded.  Motion passed; meeting 
adjourned. 
 


